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by improving United States relations with other
countries and peoples through the broadest pos-
sible sharing of ideas, information, and edu-
cational and cultural activities. In carrying out
this mission, the United States Information
Agency shall, among other activities—

(1) conduct Government-sponsored informa-
tion, educational, and cultural activities de-
signed—

(A) to provide other peoples with a better
understanding of the policies, values, insti-
tutions, and culture of the United States;
and

(B) within the statutory limits governing
domestic activities of the Agency, to en-
hance understanding on the part of the Gov-
ernment and people of the United States of
the history, culture, attitudes, perceptions,
and aspirations of others;

(2) encourage private institutions in the
United States to develop their own exchange
activities, and provide assistance for those ex-
change activities which are in the broadest na-
tional interest;

(3) coordinate international informational,
educational, or cultural activities conducted
or planned by departments and agencies of the
United States Government;

(4) assist in the development of a compre-
hensive national policy on international com-
munications; and

(6) promote United States participation in
international events relevant to the mission of
the Agency.

(Pub. L. 95-426, title II, §202, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat.
972; Pub. L. 97-241, title III, §303(b), Aug. 24, 1982,
96 Stat. 291.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1979, and not as part of
the United States Information and Educational Ex-
change Act of 1948 which comprises this chapter.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

‘““United States Information Agency’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘International Communication Agency’’ pursu-
ant to section 303(b) of Pub. L. 97-241, set out as a note
under section 1461 of this title. United States Informa-
tion Agency (other than Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors and International Broadcasting Bureau) abol-
ished and functions transferred to Secretary of State,
see sections 65631 and 6532 of this title.

INCREASE IN FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF AGENCY FOR
EXCHANGE-OF-PERSONS ACTIVITIES

Section 203 of Pub. L. 95-426, as amended by Pub. L.
97-241, title III, §303(b), Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 291, pro-
vided that: “The President shall, by a process of grad-
ual expansion during the four-year period beginning Oc-
tober 1, 1979, increase significantly the financial re-
sources expended annually by the United States Infor-
mation Agency for exchange-of-persons activities. The
President shall prepare at an early date a general plan
for the accomplishment of this goal and shall adjust
that plan annually, as he finds appropriate, in con-
sultation with the Congress.”

§1461-1a. Ban on domestic activities by United
States Information Agency

Except as provided in section 1461 of this title
and this section, no funds authorized to be ap-

TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE

§1461b

propriated to the United States Information
Agency shall be used to influence public opinion
in the United States, and no program material
prepared by the United States Information
Agency shall be distributed within the United
States. This section shall not apply to programs
carried out pursuant to the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2451
et seq.). The provisions of this section shall not
prohibit the United States Information Agency
from responding to inquiries from members of
the public about its operations, policies, or pro-
grams.

(Pub. L. 99-93, title II, §208, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat.
431; Pub. L. 103-236, title II, §232, Apr. 30, 1994,
108 Stat. 424.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
of 1961, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 87-256, Sept. 21,
1961, 75 Stat. 527, as amended, which is classified prin-
cipally to chapter 33 (§2451 et seq.) of this title. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 2451 of this title
and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1986 and 1987, and not
as part of the United States Information and Edu-
cational Exchange Act of 1948 which comprises this
chapter.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-236 inserted at end ‘‘The provisions
of this section shall not prohibit the United States In-
formation Agency from responding to inquiries from
members of the public about its operations, policies, or
programs.”’

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

United States Information Agency (other than Broad-
casting Board of Governors and International Broad-
casting Bureau) abolished and functions transferred to
Secretary of State, see sections 6531 and 6532 of this
title.

§ 1461a. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, act Aug. 31, 1960, Pub. L. 86-678, title IV, 74
Stat. 569, which related to exchange of funds in connec-
tion with establishments abroad, was from the Depart-
ments of State and Justice, the Judiciary, and Related
Agencies Appropriation Act, 1961, and was not repeated
in subsequent appropriation acts. Similar provisions
were contained in the following prior appropriation
acts:

July 13, 1959, Pub. L. 86-84, title IV, 73 Stat. 194.

June 30, 1958, Pub. L. 85-474, title IV, 72 Stat. 257.

June 11, 1957, Pub. L. 8549, title IV, 71 Stat. 68.

June 20, 1956, ch. 414, title IV, 70 Stat. 312.

July 7, 1955, ch. 279, title IV, 69 Stat. 279.

July 2, 1954, ch. 456, title IV, 68 Stat. 432.

§ 1461b. Indemnification of owners of short-wave
radio facilities against loss or damage

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
1341, 1342, 1349 to 1351 and subchapter II of chap-
ter 15 of title 31, the United States Information
Agency is authorized, in making contracts for
the use of international shortwave radio sta-
tions and facilities, to agree on behalf of the
United States to indemnify the owners and oper-
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